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Abstract 

Five loads of standard-length (12.5 m), short, and long logs were loaded onto a seven-axle, tridem tractor/tridem pole 
trailer log truck in various combinations to determine the effect of log length on net payload. A review of historical scale 
records showed a relationship between log length and underweight loads, and the study objective was to determine 
whether increasing the log length was a viable option to achieve the maximum legal payload. The trial demonstrated that 
the truck could achieve its full licence weight using only standard-length logs, and that the logs occupied about 61% of 
the available bunk space. Excessive short logs or inattention to the actual truck weights was suspected as the more likely 
cause for underloading than the lack of long logs. 
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